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Partnership with Other Mission Groups in Africa
I enjoy meeting a 25-year-old African Missionary of Africa (formerly called the White Fathers) seminarian at Tangaza College in Nairobi, Kenya and say, “Hello. I am a Maryknoll priest. Thank you for being my grandfather.” When I get that puzzled look, I explain that when the Maryknoll Society of Priests and Brothers came to Tanzania in 1946 we were given the areas of Musoma and Shinyanga that previously had been under the jurisdiction of the Missionaries of Africa (M.Afr.). In those early years we felt bonded to this missionary society. Their members were our mentors and we followed closely their missionary methods. We lived close to the local Tanzanian people and learned their local customs and languages (Kuria, Luo, Sukuma, etc.) We were proud to be bush missionaries. Like the Missionaries of Africa we emphasized the three to four year adult catechumenate. Even today we continue to collaborate closely with this missionary society in the areas of research and writing on African oral literature, animating Small Christian Communities (SCCs) and urban ministry. 

During this 64 years period (1946-2010) in Africa the Maryknoll Society has partnered with many missionary societies and congregations. As part of the Maryknoll missionary family (Society, Congregation of the Maryknoll Sisters, Maryknoll Lay Missioners and more recently Maryknoll Affiliates and short term volunteers) we continue to partner in wider and wider circles with a great variety of missionary groups – men and women, clerical and lay, old and young. The new faces of mission have opened up many new types of partnership and collaboration. For example, we now have many links to Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs) with similar visions and goals. This issue of our regional newsletter focuses on two stories/accounts by Maryknollers partnering with other groups and two stories/accounts by our partners themselves. 

From our own 2008 Twelfth General Chapter of the Maryknoll Society the section on “Living into the Mission of God in Partnership” in Keeping Alive the Flame of Mission first quotes from the Society Mission Vision of the 2002 Eleventh General Chapter: “Aware that we do not stand alone in our efforts to bring the Good News to the nations, we work toward the achievement of common goals together with local churches, other missionary institutes and all people of good will.” Then it goes on to state that “the Society is already engaged in relationships on both a formal and informal basis with individuals, groups and organizations, both religious and civil, who share the values of the Reign of God. These relationships are expressed as partnerships, networks, affiliations and alliances.”


Be Bigger Than Your Own Society
By Ed Hayes

Each year on the Feast of the Annunciation, March 25, the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul renew their oath. On the day before, they have a Day of Recollection directed by a member of the Congregation of the Missions, also founded by St. Vincent and popularly known as the Vincentian Fathers (whose ministries include “to direct the Daughters of Charity”). Last year Father Thomas, a Vincentian from Morogoro, came for the feast. I was alone in the rectory at the time. When the priest was leaving he asked, “How long do the Maryknoll Fathers plan to stay here at Masanga?” I explained that I am an Assistant Pastor here and the parish presently is run by the Apostles of Jesus. 

Here in Rogoro Parish, Masanga our Pastoral Team consists of two Apostles of Jesus (one Tanzanian and one Ugandan), six Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul (one American, two from Madagascar and three from the Democratic Republic of the Congo) and one Maryknoll Father. Our Pastoral work covers eight villages in Bwiregi Division. We border Ngong Diocese in the Northeast and the Serengeti in the Southwest. We have an English Medium Primary School (where French is also taught) and a Health Center with a resident Medical Doctor. Right now the San Egidio Community from Rome is building a center in the parish for the education, consultation and care of AIDS patients. We also receive help from the Loreto Sisters of Kenya for the education and care of our young women offering a Christian Rite of Initiation to protect them from the crime of Female Genital Mutilation as traditionally practiced by the Kuria people. 

Our history in Musoma Diocese (the same would be true of Shinyanga Diocese) has been different from that of other societies and congregations. There has never been a “Maryknoll Parish” here in Musoma. Maryknoll, in a sense, “founded” the diocese and as the local diocesan priests were ordained they lived with us. As years went by, a parish would have a Maryknoll pastor, then a diocesan pastor and again a Maryknoll pastor. We also lived and worked with Fidei Donum priests from Poland and Tanzanian OSS Missioners, as well as Apostles of Jesus. And we recall that the very first Maryknollers to arrive in Musoma lived with, and were trained by, the Missionaries of Africa (formerly called the White Fathers). The Maryknoll-founded Makoko Language School has over the years trained literally thousands of Christian missioners for the apostolate in East Africa. 

In the early days the Maryknoll Sisters joined us in our missionary parishes at Kowak, Rosana, Nyegina, Nyamwaga, and Makoko. Maryknollers welcomed the first pastoral teams of the Immaculate Heart Sisters of Africa at Zanaki and Nyarombo. Later, at the invitation of Father Francis Flynn, M.M., the Sisters of Our Lady of Kilimanjaro came to Nyamwaga. 

In 1984 the Superior of the Irish Province of the Society of African Missionaries (SMA) came to our Society House in Dar es Salaam. They were looking at the possibility of coming to East Africa. I assured them that we would do all we could to welcome them. They visited Bishop Castor Sekwa in Shinyanga and two years later the first Irish SMAs arrived. The Maryknollers welcomed them as close confreres and Father Ed Davis, M.M. “turned over” his thriving missionary parish of Mwamapalala to them. They were amazed that Ed left everything to them, not only the knives, forks and dishes but “even his generator!” We see with pride how their Society has flourished in East Africa, from Shinyanga and Mwanza in Tanzania to Nairobi and Ngong in Kenya. 

In the late 1990s when I was stationed in Rome, Bishop Justin Samba asked me to visit the Superior General of the Order of the Resurrection as he had extended an invitation to them to go to Musoma. Actually, I already knew him as we both belonged to a group of English speaking religious who met each month for support, conversation and relaxation. I was able to explain to them the history and ministries in Musoma. The Resurrection Fathers are now in Butiama, Musoma as well as in Kahangala in Mwanza Archdiocese. The Resurrection Sisters are running the new Chief Edward Wanzagi Secondary School near Butiama. 

James Anthony Walsh told us, “Be bigger than your own Society.” I believe that Maryknollers in Africa have followed this advice of our co-founder. I have just told the story of Musoma and I know there are many other stories from Shinyanga and Dar es Salaam in Tanzania as well as in Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Sudan, Uganda and Zambia. May we continue to be welcoming brothers to all our fellow missioners, priests, Brothers, Sisters and laity here in Africa.
Working Steadily with the Spiritan Fathers
By John Lange

Since 1994, I have been working steadily with the Spiritan Fathers in St. Mary’s Parish, Mukuru. The parish is in the industrial slums of Nairobi, Kenya. For those who know Nairobi, the parish is boarded by Mombasa Road, Enterprise Road, LungaLunga Road and Outer Ring Road. It is within a long walk from the airport. I estimate there are 250,000 people living in the parish area. When I started in Mukuru the pastor was Father Pat O’Toole. He worked tirelessly for 13 years and then went back to Ireland in June, 2008. He did a great job. The parish grew from a few hundred people attending Mass on Sundays in three small churches to about 4,000 people attending Mass in six sizeable churches now. In addition, Pat built several schools throughout the area. He was a born optimist. He seemingly never tired of people eating him up for money. 

Father Simon Kinyua, on the left in the photo, took over as pastor in June, 2008. He has had a hard act to follow, but has done a credible job. He is assisted by newly ordained Father Paul Kamau. I help out for two masses on Sunday (lately they try to give me only one) and visit the sick and poor with health workers chosen by their Small Christian Communities on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Until 2001 I used to operate on my own in the sense that I chose my own health workers and did not have a social worker. O’Toole hired a social worker and she had her office in the parish center at Mukuru Kwa Njenga, but I still operated independently of her. In 2001 I went home for treatment of sciatica. I could barely walk. A year later I had bleeding ulcers and had to have them cauterized at Nairobi Hospital. God was telling me to get a body guard and hatchet person for my work with the poor in Mukuru. I remember people used to wait for me around corners in the slums and tell me their problem and beg for money. I’d turn a corner and someone (usually a woman) would be waiting for me. I remember I had about ten widows who relied on me for everything – rent, food, school fees, medical care, etc. I did not know how to get them off my back. 

That’s when I got the service of Theresa Wangechi, the parish social worker. She not only got those widows off my back by setting them up in small businesses, but she reduced the number of vouchers that I give out to the sick for medical care in three mission dispensaries and four mission hospitals. Before getting Theresa, I gave out 500 vouchers a month. Now we give out about 25 per month. Theresa tours the slums with me. People now say: “You can’t even talk to Father John; you have to talk to his social worker.” And I say: “That’s right and don’t forget it.” O’Toole paid the salary of the social worker. After he left, I have been paying her salary, but Kinyua allows her to have her office at the parish center and does not interfere with our work. Truly, Theresa saved my ministry in Mukuru. 

In addition to working with the Spiritan Fathers, I have been chaplain to two different communities of African Sisters in Nairobi. From 2000 till 2008, I was with the Little Sisters of St. Francis in Kasarani. From 2008 until now I have been chaplain for the Assumption Sisters of Nairobi at the J.J. McCarthy Center. I do little more than offer Mass from Monday through Saturday. For this I get a nice room and meals. I make my own breakfast in order to get an early start. I notice quite a difference in the two communities. The Little Sisters seemed to be much more free and playful, the Assumption Sisters more reserved. Maybe it’s their Irish background. They were founded by Irish Spiritan Archbishop McCarthy. I have been happy and spoiled by both communities of Sisters. I don’t have to worry about cooking meals or buying food, etc. 

Both communities of Sisters have been good to me and good for me. I went to Kasarani under depression. The playful and joyful ways of the Little Sisters healed me much better than any psychological treatment center. Both communities of Sisters do have their problems. Certainly finances are a great problem for them. And I have noticed that sometimes superiors on various levels don’t relate well to one another and serious problems go unaddressed. I have noticed rivalry between outgoing and incoming general councils and regional councils which kind of hinders progress. It has taken me a long time to find this out as the Sisters are great at hiding things. But all in all I thank God for these years as their chaplain.

Collaboration in Mission
By Dennis Mrosso, A.J.

The Apostles of Jesus Missionaries would like to express our heartfelt and sincere gratitude to the Maryknoll Missionaries for their invaluable assistance and collaboration with us in mission. Needless to say there are many hearts and hands together who have collaborated with us since the foundation of our congregation in 1968 by two Comboni Missionaries namely, Bishop Sixtus Mazzoldi and Father John Marengoni, of happy memory in Moroto, Uganda. 

The first collaborators with our co-founders were Comboni Missionaries. They participated in the formation of our members in our minor seminaries in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and Sudan. They also played a role in the formation of our novices and scholastics. Our Major Seminary at Langata, Nairobi was started in 1976. In that time the entire formation team consisted of Comboni Missionaries. Later on they were joined by other groups on the teaching staff including Maryknoll Missionaries. While our institute had a few members who joined as priests, the first group of the seminarians were ordained priests in 1980. In 1983 the Apostles of Jesus Congregation had its first General Chapter. From that time the administration of the major seminary was under the leadership of members of the Apostles of Jesus themselves. However, they were still collaborating with other groups. 

The collaboration of the Maryknoll Missionaries and the Apostles of Jesus goes back to 1977. The Maryknoll Society assisted the Apostles of Jesus both with personnel and finance in the formation of the seminarians. This includes Fathers Bob Moore, Arthur Brown, Walter Gleason, Jack Quinn and Mike Duffy of happy memory. 

Father Moore was the first Maryknoller to join the staff of our seminary. He taught a course on Social Anthropology to philosophy students in 1977. Father Brown did a good job in setting up our library. This library has developed significantly through the continued collaboration of the Maryknoll Missionaries. Father Gleason played a great role in the formation of the seminarians as teacher of Ethics and Moral Theology as well as spiritual guide of several seminarians. He was instrumental in funding the building of the student’s hostel. In the meantime Father Quinn gave courses in Psychology and Sacred Scripture to our seminarians. He saw that here there was no Students’ Hall where many formative activities such as conferences, drama, graduation ceremony and many other activities could take place. He took the initiative in building the hall known as the “Cultural Centre.” Father Duffy was a visiting lecturer. He gave the course on Systematic Theology. 

Among the Maryknoll Missionaries, Father Conway is the longest serving member in our major seminary. He really inserted himself in the lifestyle of the Scholasticate community and whole-heartedly collaborated in many fields. In the academic field he taught Moral Theology and Medical Ethics. In the area of formation he was a spiritual guide. He also played a significant role in the extra-curricular activities especially in supporting the students’ magazine known as Fields Afar. Although he is no longer in residence in the seminary, he still plays a very important role in sustaining the collaboration with the Apostles of Jesus. The Apostles of Jesus are grateful to the Maryknoll Missionaries for their continued financial support in the education of our major seminarians. Through their support and other collaborators we have been able to equip our library with new books, computers, an information system and the internet. 

The Maryknoll Missionaries have also collaborated with the Apostles of Jesus in the pastoral field. This goes back to 1980 when seminarians were assigned for pastoral work at St. Joseph Parish, Jericho in the Archdiocese of Nairobi. The pastor introduced the seminarians in pastoral activities including the teaching of catechism, animating the liturgy, and those who were deacons, in preaching during mass and administering the Sacrament of Baptism. This tradition continued until the Maryknoll Missionaries handed over the parish to the Archdiocese of Nairobi. The Apostles of Jesus value the contribution of Father Richard Quinn, the former director of Ukweli Video. He used to give to our seminarians a seminar on “Mass Media.” The seminarians also profited from the apostolic zeal of Father Joseph Healey. He gave a two-day seminar to our seminarians on “Small Christian Communities.” The seminar has enhanced the practical side of the course of ecclesiology. 

The fruits of this generous collaboration with the Apostles of Jesus are evident. Within 42 years of its foundation the number of the Apostles of Jesus Missionaries has 394 perpetual members. They are already participating in various missionary works in Africa, USA, Europe and Australia.

Evangelizing Through Images: An Ongoing Ministry
By Sister A.L. Lando, SMK

My relationship with Ukweli and Maryknoll could be considered a twin. Ukweli gave me an opportunity to interact with both the local and missionary church. In 1998 the directors of Ukweli Video Productions, Father Richard Quinn and now Bishop Martin Kivuva, provided me a three month internship with them. After my BA graduation in audio-visual productions in 1999, I was appointed the Communication Secretary of the Association of Member Episcopal Conferences in Eastern Africa. After my MA in Cross-Cultural Communication in 2002, the duo accorded me an opportunity to work with Ukweli Video as a video producer and video director for three years. In 2005 I went to the Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome, for a PhD in communications. Upon completion and my return to Kenya in August, 2008, I was appointed Director of Ukweli Video Productions when Father Quinn retired and handed over the project to the Kenya Episcopal Conference. 

Ukweli – Maryknoll Relationship: Ukweli under Father Quinn 
As long as Father Quinn was around, and even after Fr. Martin left in 2003 following his appointment as bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Machakos, I did not think much of the day to day running of Ukweli. Everything was in order, and the administrative headaches were on the shoulders of Father Quinn. He kept us informed of how Maryknoll was supporting Ukweli. He always referred to Maryknoll as “my congregation.” Every year Maryknoll financially sponsored at least one production which always helped Ukweli “survive”. If anything, I only managed a thank you to Father Quinn and to Maryknoll through Father Quinn. But deep down my heart I always wondered what Maryknoll would do with Ukweli once Father Quinn retired. This was also a great concern to him because many are the times he talked of “I am proud that the church made Fr. Martin the bishop of Machakos.” But this statement was always accompanied by: “But the church robbed me of my successor!” Thus his fears were also my fears. It was always obvious that he wished that “this ministry of evangelizing through images,” as he always referred to Ukweli Video, would continue long after he is gone. 

In summary, my perception of the Ukweli-Maryknoll relationship was more of the latter supporting their priest member, hence the rest of us. I feared for whoever would take over from this giant Ukweli Video Productions founded by Father Quinn. When the news of my appointment to take over from Father Quinn was communicated to me, my fears become greater. It took a lot of prayers and encouragement from a number of people, including Maryknollers, to take the mantle. 

Ukweli – Maryknoll Relationship: My Reflections on Ukweli after Father Quinn 
I took over Ukweli Video Productions on 1 September 2008. The Ukweli-Maryknoll relationship has continued, albeit differently. First, the Maryknoll presence continues to be a very important part of the Ukweli operations and is a great bonus. Father John Conway is on the Ukweli Board and continues to be the liaise person between the local church, Ukweli and Maryknoll. Through him we get the feeling that Maryknoll, not only Father Quinn, loves and supports Ukweli. Second, the bishops of Kenya appointed Father Quinn as a senior consultant for Ukweli Video. 

Third, Maryknoll have continued to sponsor programs made by Ukweli. Since Father Quinn left, we have successfully produced two programs – fully financed by Maryknoll: Two Are Better than One: the Phenomenon of Single Parenthood and The Missing Link that focuses on the gap youth feel in society. A third production, on the facts vis-a-vis the myths of epilepsy, is underway. An application for a fourth Maryknoll-funded production has been made to document the events surrounding the 2007 post election violence in Kenya and encourage people to shun that path before the 2012 elections. 

It is important to mention that whenever the Maryknoll Society House in Nairobi receives visitors, they are referred to Ukweli as one of the places to visit. In 2009 a group of Maryknoll benefactors from the US accompanied by Father Bob Jalbert visited some of the Maryknoll projects in Kenya and Tanzania. It was our pleasure to host them for nearly half a day. 

Conclusion 
The unique video approach to evangelization established by Father Quinn is still alive and active. One of the major reasons is the ongoing Ukweli-Maryknoll relationship. Indeed the future of the church is in collaboration and partnership between local and missionary churches. And the Ukweli-Maryknoll relationship is already on that path. Ukweli is definitely here to stay and continues “evangelizing through images” in Kenya, in Africa and the world over.


A Sentimental Journey

By Tom Tiscornia

I want to share with you the pleasure that I recently had of visiting peoples and places of El Obeid, Sudan after being away since 1992. Many times I tried to obtain a visa from the Khartoum government in order to visit without success. Fortunately I was assisted by a good friend in Nairobi, Kenya in late October. 2009 who has connections at the embassy and I succeeded in getting the proper visa. From where I have been living these past few years we have only permission from SPLM for the liberated areas of Sudan. 

The journey began with a helicopter ride, my first, with UNMIS from Kauda to Kadugali, the capital of South Kordofan State. This is the very same state in which I live but in the liberated area. In Kadugali I was hosted by the parish priest, Father Luca Hassan, a former student of mine when I was the rector of St. Kizito Seminary. 

After two days I traveled to El Obeid with Bishop Antonio Menegazo, the Apostolic Administrator. We passed by Dillin where we had a Sudanese breakfast (fatur) with another former student, Morris Ayub. Back in 1987 Joe Morris, Dick Baker and I had visited Dillin briefly. Now after 22 years there are many changes. 

As we entered the city of El Obeid it was all new to me. Many new buildings and areas on the outskirts of the city have been developed. Directly in front of the cathedral a large mosque has been built in order to take away the prominence of the cathedral. When people watched a football match in the stadium the statue of Mary was looking back at them. Now all they see are the two minarets. On Sunday after mass several familiar people came to greet me. The market area of El Obeid always drew me to wander around it. I found that it still has that sense of excitement full of people bargaining and purchasing their needs. 

Monday morning I was invited to celebrate mass at the seminary where I had been rector. This was special. I had never wanted to work in the seminary, but when I replaced a Sudanese priest to order for him to go where missionaries were not allowed I realized that this was our role to serve the local church. In the end I came to enjoy the work at the seminary and even almost half of the 40 students were eventually ordained. 

I then traveled to En Nahud where we had spent two years studying Arabic. The trip used to be overnight by bus or lorry through the desert. Now it is a two hour trip on a paved road. The day I traveled it took four hours due to a flat tire along the way. The parish priest, Archangelo Michael, was there to receive me at the bus stand. Going back to En Nahud was like going home. Here Dick Baker, Joe Morris and I spent two enjoyable years with other missionaries learning both standard and colloquial Arabic. 

The house where Joe, Dick and I lived for the first year has fallen down except for one room; even so it was filled with good memories. The school buildings too are in disrepair but still being used for lower primary and adult education. The market area of En Nahud was full of activity with people buying new cloths and sweets since the Moslem feast of Idd-el-Adah ending the Haj was approaching. 

During our second year of studies each one of us lived with an Arabic speaking family so I was interested in catching up with those who had welcomed us into their homes. Joe was with Carlo Ramadan who is still working in the auto repair section of the market. His family is all grown and some married. Dick lived with Fuad who was a tailor. He has since moved to Khartoum with his family so I did not meet him. I lived with Ahmed al Agib and his family of two wives and three children. He now has nine children. His first wife Asha had gone to Mecca for the Haj but Ahmed was there with Mariam and the younger children. His brother Issa was there as well. When I lived with them Issa was in middle school. He has since graduated from the university and is married. I spent the day there at home enjoying the company and catching up on the past 17 years. For me this was one of the great experiences of being a missioner. 

The day of Idd another former student, Emmanuel Richard, drove six hours from his parish in Babanusa to bring me to the place where Dick and I had been assigned to after our language studies. It was here in 1989 where we were told on our arrival that there was “no church in Babanusa.” It was clear that we were not welcome by the local authorities. This was a difficult time for the church in Sudan and we suddenly found ourselves part of the persecuted and oppressed. We stayed, and even though Christmas was outlawed, we celebrated with a few of the faithful who braved to go against the law. 

Returning to Babanusa was extra special for me. These days there are two priests living there in a permanent house and even have a large sheltered area where Sunday Mass is celebrated. Emmanuel gave to me the honor of celebrating the mass there on Sunday before a crowd of over two hundred. Several people were present who remembered Dick and me especially our moving around and visiting their homes when they were not free to pray. The younger people, for the most part, are unaware of the sacrifice many made just to be known and faithful as Christians. 

Back to Kadugali by ten hour bus trip arriving at a crossroad at 9:30 in the evening and once again to be met by two former students Luca and Francis Lemeyama. I guess I must have done something right for having gotten such attention and generosity.


With Gratitude

By David A. Smith, MM

On September 30, 2010, I will complete my three-year term of office as Regional Superior of the Maryknoll Father and Brother’s Africa Region. I will also be leaving Africa, in response to a request from the General Council to take a new assignment in New York as the Chief Financial Officer of the Society. That means that this is the final newsletter for which I will serve as Publisher, a job I’ve been doing since 2002. 

As I considered what to say in this final article, I recalled the words of Meister Eckhart who once said, “If the only prayer you say in your whole life is ‘thank you,’ that would suffice.” Indeed it is with a deep sense of gratitude that I look back on the past three years and all of my twenty-seven years in Africa. I thank God for enabling me to serve Him and the people of Tanzania. I also thank all of you for your support, encouragement, patience, and prayers as I endeavored to serve as Regional Superior. 

Without trying to recount any personal accomplishments (or failures), I would just like to say that I am proud of the Africa Region. Doing visitations in Ethiopia, Sudan, Namibia, Kenya, and Tanzania, I was always impressed with the missionary zeal of the Members in their work to serve the Church and the poor. Being the Region with the youngest membership in the Society, we are also the only overseas Region whose numbers have increased during the past three years. Even so, we contribute greatly to the work of Maryknoll through our efforts in Society service and leadership positions — just recall briefly all the African missioners who served and are serving in promotion, vocations, Society leadership, gift planning, formation, etc. 

The African people have taught us many valuable lessons, especially the importance of relationships. We understand the significance of greetings! I am so grateful for this African spirit that we’ve absorbed and that is reflected in the comradery that we share. Men from other Regions always recognize the “Africans” at Maryknoll, NY, from the joy that we show upon meeting. To paraphrase the Gospel: “You shall know them by their love for one another.” 

As I head back to Mother Knoll, please know that my door will always be open. Stop by just to greet and share some news, to go out for a meal or a movie, or to let me know if there is any way that I might be of service. As the Swahili saying goes, Mountains never meet, but people do. Keep in touch, God bless, and thank you!
